Genesis 26: A Literary Intrusion

As the only chapter featuring Isaac by himself, Genesis 26 links the stories of Abraham to Jacob. However, the placement of the chapter, coming
in the middle of the Jacob/Esau narrative, has caused many interpreters to question the intent of the author — why interrupt the Jacob story by
referring back to Isaac? It seems to violate the chronology and narrative flow of the section. The author also employs this same literary

technique multiple times elsewhere in Genesis. An examination of these passages reveals that these “intrusions” function to reinforce the
central thematic threads of the covenant of Genesis: land, descendants, and blessings.

Narrative Thread Narrative Intrusion Literary Function of Intrusion

Land available for possession,

oroviding the Promised Land Invasion of the kings of the East

_ Explores the issue of possession of the land
(13:14-17) (14:1-24)
Birth of Isaac promised, providing the Destruction of SOf:Idom and Gomorrah (19:1 Explores the issue of family being a blessing
. — 38); Abimelech and Sarah . :
promised descendants (18:1 — 15) and having an impact
(20:1 - 18)
Esau sells birthright for a bowl of stew Abimelech and Isaac (26:1 — 33) Prepares the way for resolving conflict
(25:29 — 34) between people
Joseph sold into slavery (37:26 — 36) Judah and Tamar (38:1 — 30) Prepares the way for emergence of younger

child when all seems lost

Chart from NIV Application Commentary: Genesis by John H. Walton, Zondervan, 2001.



Genesis 26: Links to the Abraham Narrative Cycle

Chapter 26, although it is about Isaac, contains explicit references to Abraham (8 in chapter 26 versus 15 in chapters 27 — 50), tying the Jacob
narrative to that of Abraham by comparing the stories of Isaac to his father. This tracking of the two characters’ lives happens both in a general
way (see left-hand chart) and also in a specific way with the Philistine king Abimelech (see right-hand chart). By linking the Jacob and Abraham
stories, the author locks them together thematically, building on the central themes of God’s covenant with Abraham and demonstrating those
promises will continue with the new generation.

Abraham Story Isaac Story Narrative Link Abraham Story Isaac Story Narrative Link with
Abimelech
12:10-20, 20:1 - 18 26:1-11 Famine and wife/sister dispute
20:1-18 26:1-11 Wife/sister dispute
13:2 — 10 26:12 — 22 Wealth causes quarrels among
herdsmen 21:25 26:15 — 22 Disputes about wells
) ] Forced separation due to lack
13:11 -12 26:23 of resources 21:22 26:26 Abimelech & Philcol together
13:14 - 17 26:24 Divine promise of descendants 91:22 26:28 “The LORDy:ai been with
13:18 26:25 Altar built
arbullt, camps 21:23 26:28 “Let there be an oath”
Ch.14 26:26 —31 Good relati ith forei
ood relations WIth forelgners 21:24 31 26:30 - 31 Treaty made
. . Patriarch blessed by foreign
14:19-20 26:29 king 21:31 26:32 -33 Well of Beersheba named

From Word Biblical Commentary: Genesis by Gordon J. Wenham, Zondervan, 2000.



