


A History of Intertestamental Groups

Sadducees
Pharisees
Essenes

168 BCE - Maccabean
revolt begins; “Pious
ones” allied with
Maccabees

76 BCE — Pharisees come into

power with Queen Alexandra;
take vengeance on Sadducees

130 BCE - Hyrcanus | sides
with Sadducees against
Pharisees over high
priesthood; revolt between
them breaks out

31 BCE — Qumran
community destroyed by
earthquake; a few decades
later rebuilt

6 BCE — Leaders convince
young men to tear down
Herod’s eagle on temple;
put to death

66 CE — Sadducees lose rebellion
leadership to Zealots; many
executed

40 CE — Pharisees in Caesarea
protest Emperor Gaius’ desire to
put his statue in Temple by
bowing, bearing their necks to
Roman soldiers
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152 BCE — Essene party
splits from Temple
hierarchy over
Hasmonean high priest;
Qumran community
forms
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104 - 76 BCE — Alexander Jannaeus
executes 6,000 for throwing fruit at
him at Temple rites; later also crucifies
800 Pharisees for sedition

37 BCE — Sadducees
come back to power
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4 BCE - Pharisees support
rebellion of Judas the
Galilean against Archelaus, ~70 CE
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